March 1, 2003

An Open Letter to State Senators, Representative, Governors, and Educators,
Oppose Federal Control of Education

The time has come for the individual states to take a stand.  I call upon you, as a leader of your state, to act with strength and conviction to oppose the tyranny of the Federal Government which has acted unconstitutionally and irresponsibly with its so-called “No Child Left Behind Act.”  

Your state should not be required to act alone, but it must act, for only if individuals have the courage to lead can the strength of the many be brought to bear—for ultimately, all states should join together in refusing to allow this well-intentioned, but nevertheless intolerable, law to stand.

Let us address the issues.  First, the law is unconstitutional.  Our constitution clearly forbids the Federal Government from engaging in activities which are not specifically prescribed for it, and education is notably absent from the list.  Education is the responsibility of the states, to be discharged in a manner they individually see fit.  The Federal Government has been violating this provision under the guise of various excuses for many decades.  The time has come to say “NO MORE.”  It is true that a great need for national standards exists, and states should cooperate to produce such standards.  It is not the Federal Government’s business, duty, right, or responsibility to participate in this process in any capacity whatsoever.  Let us respect the Supreme Law of our Land, enforce it as our founders intended, or change it by the process of amendment—not by setting it aside through legislative whim.
Second, the law is fiscally irresponsible.  At a time when most states are facing severe budget crises together with their own individual problems in education, money and resources are being diverted from necessary and useful educational activities to meet the arbitrary, questionable, and sometimes illogical requirements of the law.

Third, the law contains absurd requirements which will ultimately have the effect of reducing the quality of education in some places.  There are many such requirements, but to list just a few, we note that some states are scrambling to lower standards so that their schools won’t “fail,” that the law takes away resources from schools that need them most, and that the requirement that results hold across all subgroups is impossible in some cases and ridiculous in others (e.g., one or only a few children in a subgroup; special education).
The law is a result of good intentions and most of its goals are noble and perhaps even shared by the states.  I have no doubt that some sort of national effort is needed to improve our schools.  This isn’t it, but even if it were, it would still be incumbent upon us to resist the spread of federal tyranny and insist that the constitution be followed as it was written and as it was intended.

Please help to preserve our freedoms!
Sincerely,

Dr. Dwight H. Galster

Assistant Professor of Statistics
South Dakota State University

